. University of Tehran
JOURNAL OF AQUIFER

Scientific-promotional journal

K. [RAN > University of Tehran Col af 4 SN Fo
sraj www. abkhans| ut.oc ir Agnc!;llure and Naturs J?_f[u‘u/)g.‘:.r‘f:/
Resources

Water Diplomacy from the Perspective of Strengthening Governance
(Case Study: The Helmand River in Afghanistan and Comparison with
the Tigris and Euphrates)

Sharare Alikhani'”

Abstract

Strengthening governance in water diplomacy plays a critical role in addressing issues related to
water resource management, particularly at the international level. Effective governance can prevent
the emergence of water-related tensions and crises, ensure sustainable resource management, and
promote international cooperation. The Helmand River is an example of a transboundary water
resource that, without proper management, can exacerbate regional tensions and crises. This study
emphasizes the necessity of strengthening governance in water diplomacy and seeks to identify key
factors influencing water resource management. It aims to propose a framework for better decision-
making and reducing existing tensions, serving as a model for managing other transboundary rivers
in the Middle East, including the Tigris and Euphrates. The study demonstrates that water
governance, as a key element in diplomacy, can lead to sustainable solutions for the region’s water
challenges by enhancing intergovernmental cooperation and establishing appropriate management
frameworks.
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